AUSTRALIA AND
PACIFIC (9)

CALEDONIA, centre of French admini-
stration in Western Pacific,, is an island nearly 250
miles long with an area of 8,500 square miles, and a
total population of 57,000, of whom about half are
natives. Annexed by France, 1853, and used until
1900 as a penal colony. Produces copra, cotton, and
coffee. Minerals important, especially nickel, iron,
manganese, copper, and cobalt. Some industrial
development. Capital town is port of Noumea, with
regular steamship connection with Australia.
Chain of NEW HEBRIDES islands (lying north-east
of New Caledonia), since 1906 jointly administered
by Britain and France. Largest island, Espiritu
Santo, has area of 1,500 square miles. Total popula-
tion (native) 50,000, with about 1,000 whites (British
and French). Copra, cocoa, and cotton are exported.
Chief port, Vila, on island of Efate.
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